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Dear Ms Wittmann, 

I would like to thank you for your message of 24 June 2022 handing over the petition 

promoting a deposit on cigarettes at the point of sale. Commissioner Virginijus 

Sinkevičius has asked me to reply on his behalf.  

Please find attached our reply illustrating the wide range of measures Member States 

must take to ensure that fewer litter after consumption of tobacco products with plastic 

filters is abandoned. Concerning your proposal of a deposit on cigarettes at the point of 

sale, which is then refunded when the butts (and the packaging) are returned, the 

Commission is of the opinion that the measures provided for in the Directive on single-

use plastics are appropriate and proportionate to lead to a significant reduction of the 

environmental impact caused by post-consumption waste of tobacco products with filters. 

The introduction of a deposit return scheme for tobacco products is therefore not 

considered necessary or appropriate to achieve these aims. Rather than proposing new 

legislation introducing a deposit system, the focus should be on proper implementation of 

the measures introduced in the Directive on single-use plastics for tobacco products with 

plastic filters. 

Please note that this reply will also be published on the Commission’s website ‘Replies 

from Commission services to petitions sent to Commissioners — 2022’. You can find it 

at: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/replies-commission-departments-petitions-sent-

commissioners-2022_en 
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It would be important if you can also ensure publication of the reply on your website. 

Yours faithfully, 

Florika FINK‑HOOIJER  

Enclosure: Reply to the petition 
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